Background: Acanthosis nigricans (AN) develops sporadically or in association with obesity, insulinresistance and dark pigmentary phenotype. Unusual clinical presentations of AN may be diagnostically vexing.
Introduction
Acanthosis nigricans (AN) is a skin condition that develops sporadically or in association with obesity, insulinresistance and dark pigmentary phenotype [1, 2] . In rare cases, AN represents a paraneoplastic syndrome associated with internal malignancies, mostly intrabdominal gastrointestinal cancers [1, 3] .
Both benign and malignancy-associated AN present initially as symmetrically dispersed darkened, slightly raised plaques that later progress to thick, keratotic, hyperpigmented, velvety plaques. Because the lesions were strictly limited to the breasts, the patient was interviewed in detail regarding her hygienic habits and in particular, whether she avoids scrubbing the breast area when taking a shower or drying with a towel; indeed, the patient confirmed that she avoids direct cleansing of the breasts due to fear and discomfort. Subsequently, the patient was given teaching on adequate rheic keratosis; with few exceptions, the majority of these neoplasms will develop on only one nipple.
Dermoscopy further aids the exclusion of a tumor, as it reveals exclusively structureless brown-gray-black hyperkeratosis in the absence of criteria associated with melanocytic or non-melanocytic skin neoplasms of the nipple.
In the differential diagnosis terra firma-forme dermatosis, wrongly considered a condition arising out of inadequate corporal hygiene, should also be taken into account. It is characterized by occurrence of dirty brown hyperkeratosis on the neck and ankles, suggesting negligence and affects both sexes equally [6] .
In conclusion, the "neglected nipples" condition, present- 
